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“The campus is defined as a safe place; the 
campus is defined as in danger. The campus is a 
pure space, and so each instance of sexual vio-
lence appears as an absolute outrage, a betray-
al and an affirmation of rape’s ubiquity. The 
campus promises safety, security. To see that 
promise through, it must police and expel. It 
must establish a procedure and manage its risk” 
 Jennifer Doyle, Campus Sex, Campus Violence

We are a collective of abolitionist students at the University of 
Southern California (USC). We are resolute in our conviction that 
the police and prisons cannot be reformed, only abolished. As 
students of USC, we believe our immediate priority is to abolish 
policing as it exists at USC, chiefly represented by the so-called 
“Department of Public Safety (DPS)” which continues to reveal 
its lack of ability to address sexual violence on our campus.

We stand in solidarity with all other 
abolitionist movements.

“Abolitionist Responses to Sexual Violence” is the fourth issue of 
USC Abolition’s zine. Our inaugural issue, “Abolish DPS: Envision-
ing a #PoliceFreeUSC” was released in February 2021; our sec-
ond issue, “carceral infrastructures and the university” dropped 
in November 2021; and our third “Abolitionist Pedagogy” in May 
2022. All issues can be found at our website:  https://uscaboli-
tion.wordpress.com/ 

In her 2021 book Complaint! Sara Ahmed argues that, when it 
comes to sexual violence at universities, as when it comes to 
other forms of interpersonal violence, rather than understanding 
these incidents systemically, they’re understood as individual 
complaints, and “complaints, wherever they go, often end up 
in filing cabinets” (p. 117) but “even when complaints end up 
in filing cabinets, they can get out; we can get them out. Filing 
cabinets are temporary shelters.” (p. 298). We hope this zine, 

helps folks get them out, or ideally, stops them from being 
filed in the first place. 

This collection of resources came out of a recognition that 
sexual violence is systemic at USC, just as it is systemic 
across the U.S. and the world. As abolitionists, we recognize 
that harm will always happen; people will harm and people 
will be harmed. We believe it is our responsibility to attempt 
to lessen those incidents of harm and have non-carceral 
systems in place to address them when they do happen. We 
follow Melanie Brazzell’s theorization that safety is “a toolkit 
to be deployed,” and we hope this document can serve folks 
in increasing the number of tools at their disposal to support 
themselves and their loved ones – be they harmed or harmers. 

To quote Mariame Kaba and Eva Nagao: 

“Prison Industrial Complex (PIC) abolitionists don’t 
demand police and prison abolition in spite of ‘the 
rapists.’ We demand abolition because the current 
system produces and reinforces sexual violence 
while using survivors to justify its existence.” 

This zine is designed as a toolkit to serve USC students, 
though we hope it can also support other university stu-
dents, and others trying to address sexual violence in Los 
Angeles.

CONTENT WARNING:CONTENT WARNING: We also encourage ev- We also encourage ev-
eryone to approach this zine while prioritiz-eryone to approach this zine while prioritiz-
ing themselves and their healing. This zine ing themselves and their healing. This zine 
addresses sexual violence and sexual assault addresses sexual violence and sexual assault 
throughout, and we have tried to do so with throughout, and we have tried to do so with 
the utmost care, but the content of this zine the utmost care, but the content of this zine 
may be triggering or retraumatizing for some may be triggering or retraumatizing for some 
individuals.individuals.

Who We Are And the Purpose of this Zine
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Introduction
USC’s recent history is riddled with scandals and controversy; particularly 
sexual exploitation and financial corruption. The exposure of administrative 
corruption, such as the former USC Keck gynecologist George Tyndall’s 
extensive sexual assault of his patients and the admissions bribery scandal 
(amongst others) coincides with recent campus-wide dialogue on privilege 
and violence within Greek Life. Conversations surrounding administrative 
corruption often take place separately to those criticizing interstudent sexual 
violence (particularly within Greek Life), often characterizing sexual assualt 
as an unfortunate but inevitable byproduct of college drinking culture and 
heterosexual socialization patterns. The raping of a student at the hands of 
Former Sigma Nu Fraternity President Ryan Schiffilea along with multiple 
(delayed)1 reports of fraternities drugging largely women party-goers in fall 
semester 2021 prompted protests and outcry from students and faculty. 
Across these responses, the USC community centered narratives that min-
imized these cases of sexual violence as isolated, inevitable tragedies, which 
minimizes the racial, economic, and sexual power dynamics inherent in 
Greek communities that encourage and absolve interpersonal harm. While 
it is important to call out Greek life’s unique structures of harm, it is also 
important to contextualize this violence within USC’s history.  Just as with-
in Greek life, race, gender, and wealth play an oppressive and often violent 
role in USC’s institutional operation, harming and suppressing marginalized 
groups.  The various scandals of USC’s past decade cannot be separated 
from each other because all are connected to a white supremacist, capitalist 
institution that has profited from coercion and a lack of transparency.

Another common thread across USC’s history of institutional harm remains 
grassroots and student activism that has continuously demanded resources 
and accountability from university administration.  The distribution of 
information and resources between students has always played an essential 
role in combating USC’s lack of transparency.  The transmission of informa-
tion via social media provides an ever-essential activism platform for rapid 
communication and networking.  However, with this increased transmission 
comes increased turnover for media attention, confining many people’s 
online experience with activist media to narrow, reactionary interaction and 
messaging.  Scandals that act as inciting moments can often be leveraged in 

activist spaces to create conversation on a larger scale and highlight commu-
nity needs.  However if we want to channel this into a sustainable, long-
term movement for justice through structural change, we must view scan-
dals as just one of several moments within cycles of systemic harm.  Just as 
said scandals could not occur without a foundation of harmful patterns and 
dynamics, actionable change cannot occur without a foundation of com-
munity and activism. In order to counter the generations of corruption and 
harm enacted by institutions such as USC, student activism requires strong, 
steady networks of information and resources that are prepared to challenge 
not only highly visible scandals, but the quiet moments in between. This 
piece is a brief and incomplete record of the University’s recent history with 
institutional sexual violence, especially as it relates to administrative corrup-
tion and resistance. 

1968-1974 Forced Sterilizations
One disturbing example of USC’s neglect of human rights and bodily 
autonomy dates back to the 1960s and 1970s, when Los Angeles Coun-
ty-USC Medical Center in Boyle Heights was the site of forced sterilizations 
targeting Latina mothers. Over 240, mostly low-income, Mexican-American 
immigrant women who delivered babies at LAC+USC Medical Center were 
coerced into getting postpartum tubal ligations.2 This horrific abuse was 
whistle-blown by Dr. Bernard Rosenfeld, and the resistance that followed 
was led by ten Mexican women sterilized at the center. These women 
were called the Madrigal Ten: Guadalupe Acosta, Estella Benavides, Maria 
Figueroa, Rebecca Figueroa, Maria Hurtado, Consuelo Hermosillo, Georgi-
na Hernandez, Dolores Madrigal, Helena Orozco, and Jovita Rivera. USC 
Abolition honors their profound legacy of speaking out against injustice at 
our University.

With the support of Chicana feminist grassroots organizers and lawyers3, the 
women filed a civil rights class action lawsuit against the LAC+USC Medi-
cal Center and the individual doctors who had performed sterilizations; the 
chief resident Dr. Roger Freeman, and Dr. Edward J. Quilligan in 1975.4 
Three years later, Madrigal v. Quilligan reached the courtroom, where the 
plaintiffs argued against racially based pro-sterilization practices and cited 
the 1973 decision of Roe v. Wade, defending women’s basic human rights of 
choice when it comes to having a child.5

Judge Jesse W. Curtis ruled against the women coerced into sterilization 
and protected LAC+USC Medical center, attributing the eugenic violence 
to miscommunication and language barriers. When the court delivered an 
unjust outcome, the plaintiffs’ advocacy persisted.

University of Systemic Corrupti
on: A 

brief history of USC’s failure 
to address sexual 

violence on campus
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Eventually, this advocacy reached the California Department of Health, 
who implemented new sterilization procedures including bilingual infor-
mational materials that explained the process and consequences of steriliza-
tion. It wasn’t until a year later, in 1976, that California finally revoked its 
eugenic sterilization law in hospitals, which had enabled over 20,000 unau-
thorized sterilization operations to occur since 1909.6 In 2021, California 
passed a law to provide reparations for forced sterilizations that includes up 
to $25,000 for living survivors, at estimated numbers of 383 living survi-
vors of the forced sterilization program, and an estimated 244 survivors of 
state prison sterilization efforts as recent as 2013.7 Women who received 
forced sterilizations at the LAC-USC Medical Center are not eligible.8

The Madrigal Ten and their support team put an end to the cruelty happen-
ing under USC’s watch. The women’s activism was influential in countering 
a white feminist narrative that was oblivious to the targeted reproductive 
abuse women of color face. They tirelessly fought to bring down the medi-
cal center that violated their trust, safety, bodies, and autonomy. When the 
court failed them, the mothers continued to push for change for their com-
munity. It was a collective effort that reaped state-wide results and outlawed 
an incredibly discriminatory and invasive practice.

Beyond the courtroom, art provided a space for the women to share their 
stories. The 2015 documentary, No Más Bebés,9 highlights the central voices 
of this landmark event in reproductive justice. Earlier this year, LA’s De-
partment of Arts and Culture worked with LAC+USC and the community 
to commission an art installation to serve as a permanent apology 
to the women and families that were 
harmed by the county’s abusive and 
unchecked practices. LA-based artist 
Phung Huynh worked with survi-
vors, family members, and people 
with whom this experience resonated 
to make four quilts that represent a 
collective approach to healing through 
art and pay tribute to the survivors. 
Still, the survivors of sterilization at 
the center have not received monetary 
reparations.

1988 RSVP Was Born Out of Coalitional Campus 
Activism
In 1988, two years after the Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity was barred from 
fraternity row for gang rape charges,12 USC faculty, staff, and students draft-
ed a proposal for a resource center that would provide services specifically 
for women at the university. The proposal, outlining a budget of $269,560, 
was submitted to the administration, who rejected it, citing a lack of 
funding and space.13 The Student Alliance for a Nonsexist Society (SANS) 
persistently demanded a need14 for the women’s resource center and admin-
istrators conceded, drawing upon a presidential “slush fund” to start up the 
center with an offer of $20,000, some office space on campus, and increased 
funding if the center proved successful.15 

The administration’s concessions were small when compared to the original 
demands of the proposal, which budgeted for an independent structure and 
full-time salaried employees. However, the fact that a center formed at all 
demonstrates the power of coalitional organizing of campus voices demand-
ing change. The center was named the Office of Women’s Issues and its 
focus was to decrease sexism, offer rape-prevention programming, advocate 
on behalf of and provide counseling to women experiencing gender-based 
harm. In 1989, the name changed to Center for Women and Men (CWM), 
and in 2016, the name changed to what we now know as RSVP.16

1992 External Review Reveals Flawed Policies 
on SA
In 1992, USC appointed an external committee to assess the university’s 
system of handling sexual assault complaints after facing two lawsuits filed 
by women raped near campus facilities and multiple allegations of a rape 
at a fraternity house.17 Juries in these recent cases had concluded that USC 
security was inadequate, with campus police failing to provide protection to 
students, and ordered the school to pay $3 million to the women who were 
assaulted outside university buildings.18 Unfortunately, this is a trend that 
has continued into the 2020s, as seen with the university’s recent failures 
to notify students of sexual assault on campus. As research reveals, campus 
police are not here to protect students and never have been; campus police 
are here to provide a public relations narrative of safety to ease worries of 
wealthy parents who live outside of Los Angeles and believe USC to be in 
an “unsafe” community.19

The unpaid “external review committee” was made up of leadership from 

Rachael Romero, artist. Stop 
forced sterilization. 1977. Li-
brary of Congress Prints and 
Photographs Division.



10 11

the Rape Treatment Center at Santa Monica Hospital, a judge from LA 
Municipal Court, a UCLA administrator, and a sargeant from LA County 
Sheriff’s Department.20 They conducted interviews with students who had 
survived sexual assault, their parents, as well as USC staff and faculty. The 
panel complained that USC lawyers did not allow it full access to case files. 
The 79-page report detailed 47 ways USC could improve campus securi-
ty, student awareness and disciplinary hearings. It identified the following 
concerns:21

At the time, DPS’s Clery Center claimed the reports were misrepresented 
because the director of the Center for Women and Men (now RSVP) was 
actually listed as a member of campus security and therefore the counsel-
or exemption did not apply.27 While this may have contributed to messy 
reporting, DPS tried to absolve their department of any responsibility, redi-
recting the blame to a mistake in staff categorizations. In reality, DPS played 
a large part in the students’ complaint and had plenty of its own disgusting 
behavior to account for.

USC likely would never have admitted to this persistent mishandling of 
rape allegations if survivors had not called them out on it. When one USC 
student reported her sexual assault to DPS, they listed the crime as “injury 
response,” rather than rape or sexual assault. DPS told her the crime wasn’t 
rape because the assailant didn’t orgasm.28 Multiple other students also saw 
their sexual assaults categorized as less-serious crimes, such as domestic 
disputes, sexual battery,29 or “personal injury,” and said DPS frequently 
downplayed the severity of attacks and discouraged survivors from reporting 
sexual misconduct.30 

HOW CAN WE TRUST DPS TO KEEP US SAFE HOW CAN WE TRUST DPS TO KEEP US SAFE 
WHEN THEY HAVE REPEATEDLY DOWNPLAYED WHEN THEY HAVE REPEATEDLY DOWNPLAYED 
AND INVALIDATED THESE DEEPLY TRAUMA-AND INVALIDATED THESE DEEPLY TRAUMA-
TIZING EXPERIENCES?TIZING EXPERIENCES?  

DPS’s pattern of avoiding, rather than addressing, the truth that rape hap-
pens at USC is part of a larger branding effort of the university – which has 
proven it cares more about its reputation than its students – to present an 
image of a “safe” campus. The University is often more concerned with false 
accusations and avoiding serious legal damage than believing and support-
ing survivors.

Even though DPS supposedly exists to “make campus safe,” their violation 
of students’ rights was doing nothing to honor the stories of survivors or 
prevent future rapes. If anything, DPS was protecting those who caused 
the harm. This incident demonstrated how DPS can’t be trusted to have 
the integrity to help those who come to them in a vulnerable state, yet the 
department actually expanded to include a full-time employee to monitor 
Clery reporting. It makes no sense that the response to DPS violation of its 
duties is to expand and pour more money into the department instead of 

1. USC has been deficient in the prevention and investigation of 
campus rapes.

2. USC often leaves victims feeling unsupported and without im-
portant rights.

3. USC has been perceived in some cases as shielding accused rapists 
because of their connections to school officials or faculty.

4. Some students think internal investigations of some campus rapes 
were tainted by conflicts of interest.

5. USC often delays investigations into reports. In one case, campus 
discipline took two months, during which the victim and the accused 
person continued to live in the same residence hall.

6. USC’s lack of transparency hinders prevention efforts. One case 
cited the failure of campus police to warn dorm residents of an at-
tempted assault. Two nights later the same suspect raped another 
student.

2013 USC Covers Up Rape Reports
In 2013, USC’s DPS admitted to underreporting 13 sexual assaults in the 
2010 and 2011 Clery Reports.23 Even after the university was audited by the 
state in 2009 for previous Clery Act violations,24 their implementations did 
not do enough. The Clery Act is a 1990 law that requires schools to report 
campus crime data to the Department of Education. (This law is also the 
reason for all the DPS emails.)  Under the Clery Act, certain USC employ-
ees are obligated to notify the Office of Clery Act Compliance of potential 
Clery Crimes that are reported to them, or that they may personally wit-
ness.25 These individuals are designated as authorities of “campus security.”26
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into services that will directly support survivors and prevent sexual assault.

Student activists from the Student Coalition Against Rape (SCAR) filed a 
110-page legal complaint with 14 named plaintiffs to the Department of 
Education, detailing firsthand experiences of how the university “misreport-
ed, misconstrued,31 mishandled, or discounted entirely” the instances of sex-
ual violence on campus.32 They cite false promises of services and help, not 
being informed of their rights, being turned away by administrators, and 
not being treated with the same respect or provided the same material as the 
students accused of raping them.33 There is a troubling amount of overlap 
with concerns expressed more than 20 years prior in the 1992 report. In a 

Daily Trojan published the report’s findings that the Title IX policies and 
procedures in place for students were found in compliance with Title IX 
after March 2015; the policies applicable to sexual harassment and sexual 
violence by faculty were found compliant for the 2015-16 school year, while 
that by staff were found out of compliance for all six years reviewed by the 
investigation.35 It is worrisome that USC was not complying with Title IX 
for all six years, and they were most likely not in compliance for many years 
before the period that the investigation covered.

USC’s Solidarity is with Corporate Partner-
ships, Not Survivors
Former president Max Nikias carried USC through a financial crisis in the 
90s, but it came at a disgraceful cost. His hubris and hunger to bring USC 
to the elite status of Ivy League institutions led to entanglements with shady 
donors, encouraging a culture of cutting corners and dismissing any clouds 
that shadowed USC’s ethical guidelines. Nikias secured a commitment 
of $20 million from Arnold Schwarzenegger, to found an institute at the 
school of public policy, while Schwarzenegger was still facing allegations 
from six women who accused him of groping them.36 37

USC has also been involved with a concerning amount of rapists outed 
during #MeToo. The year before Bryan Singer was accused in a civil lawsuit 
of sexual assault of a minor (with 25 years of accumulating allegations), 
USC took $5 million from him, named the film and media studies depart-
ment after him, and installed a commemorative plaque with his name.38 His 
name has since been removed from the building.39 When Harvey Weinstein 
offered the school of cinematic arts a $5 million scholarship endowment 
intended to fund projects by women filmmakers, USC only rejected the 
money after a student-led Change.org petition40 labeled the gift “blood 
money in exchange for [USC’s] soul.”41 USC did accept funding from CBS 
boss Les Moonves for the $59 million Annenberg media center, but omitted 
his name from the center after multiple allegations of sexual assault.42

As if the many rapist donors USC associates with isn’t disgusting enough, 
USC also willingly partners with companies associated with sexual harass-
ment. In 2012, USC announced that the Terranea Resort in Palos Verdes 
was the official resort for USC Athletics. Since 2017, eight employees have 
come forward with allegations of sexual misconduct and harassment against 
the resort.43 USC was aware of these allegations yet continued hosting 
events at the hotel, sending a clear message that business comes before 
acting in solidarity with survivors. Furthermore, USC knowingly sent stu-

Protest · Members of the Student Coalition Against Rape (SCAR) protest USC’s handling of 
rape allegations at the Campus Center. – Photo courtesy of Kyle Nicholson via Daily Trojan, 
2015

press conference held by SCAR, one student who spoke of the complaint 
said,

 “We’re trying to make USC a better place so that future 
students don’t have to be in this situation.”34

The complaint led the U.S. Department of Education’s Office for Civil 
Rights to open an investigation into USC’s Title IX policies in 2014. In 
2018, the Office of Civil Rights concluded its review and USC agreed to 
address compliance concerns and violations identified in the report. The 
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dents to a resort with many sexual misconduct allegations, putting students 
at risk. In 2019, UNITE HERE Local 11, a Southern California workers 
union, began organizing with student activists in the Student Coalition 
Against Labor Exploitation (SCALE) to urge USC to cut ties with Terranea 
through its #MeTooTerranea boycott.44 This effort made it to USG, which 
passed a resolution supporting the boycott in 2019.45 Three years later, USC 
Athletics is still proudly partnered with the Terranea resort.

Decades of Unchecked Sexual Abuse at Student 
Health 
In October of 2018, lawsuits against USC were filed on behalf of 93 women 
accusing former USC gynocologist George Tyndall of sexual harrasment 
and abuse dating from the early 90s up to his resignation in 2017.46 Despite 
the years of reports of complaints, school officials failed to report him to 
the state medical board or alert his patients.  Since the filing of the lawsuit, 
almost 500 current and former students have similarly accused George Tyn-
dall of sexual assault or harrasment.  Although USC admits to complaints 
against Tyndall dating as far back as 2000, in 1989, USC hired Tyndall to 
work as a doctor at the campus health center a year after a complaint against 
him had already been made for molesting a patient during his medical resi-
dency at USC Medical Center.47 In June of 2019, Tyndall was charged with 
sexually assaulting 16 of his young patients aging years 17-29 and arrested 
with 29 total counts of sexual penetration and battery by fraud in between 
the years 2009-2016.48 In March of 2021, USC agreed to a $850 million 
settlement with over 700 women. This amount, combined with separately 
filed class action suits, reach over a cumulative $1 billion to victims of Tyn-
dall’s abuse. In a statement regarding Tyndall, Interim President Wanda Aus-
tin assured that  “The government has repeatedly informed us that it views 
USC as a victim and that these employees purposefully deceived USC,”.  
However, administration allowed Tyndall to continue teaching after decades 
of complaints and resign with a payout, failing to privately inform patients 
or publicly address the abuse until a health center nurse filed a complaint 
through an on-campus rape crisis center instead of through tradtional chan-
nels.49 This deeply upsetting pattern of abuse showed up again in April of 
2022, when USC reached a settlement with 80, mostly queer, students who 
accused former USC Dr. Dennis Kelly of sexual misconduct and battery.    
 

 
2021 Sigma Nu Fraternity’s Serial SAs
On September 24th 2021, USC received six reports of drugging, including 
one sexual assault at the Sigma Nu Fraterntiy house. However, the Universi-
ty did not report these incidents to the public until October 20th, four days 
after an additional report of sexual assault at Sigma Nu on October 16th.50 
In the following weeks of this news coming out, nine cases of drugging and 
twelve of sexual assault and battery were reported across various times and 
undisclosed fraternities.  These reports prompted a series of protests from 
students and calls to abolish Greek Life, including sit-ins on the lawn and 
the posting of notes and signs on the front of Sigma Nu.51  On October 
25th, a group of student organizations, led by USC Flow, organized a march 
from USC Village down the USC Fraternity Row, stopping in front of Sig-
ma Nu.  On October 29th, professors and other faculty gathered on campus 
in front of Bovard Hall to protest the University’s lack of transparency and 
support for students and victims of sexual assault.52  

While these protests generated a large turnout and media attention calling 
out USC, almost a year since the release of these reports, USC has failed 
repeatedly to respond to these calls and hold the Greek Life system ac-
countable.  After the protests, the university initially scheduled a two hour 
in-person town hall between the administration, students organizations, 
and students.  However, less than two hours before the scheduled meeting, 
USC switched to an online format and answered only selected, previously 

USC Engemenn Student Health Center
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submitted questions.53 Although several fraternities were suspended from 
hosting events following the October reports, they were allowed to resume 
in March.54  USC stipulated that in order to resume hosting events, guards 
be posted in hallways leading to bedrooms during said parties and required 
additional sexual violence prevention training for fraternity members.55 
However, prior to the Sigma Nu reports, guarded entry points and hallways 
at parties and sexual violence prevention training were already mandatory 
for USC fraternities.  Not only do these stipulations fail to impose any 
real policy changes onto IFC, they also fail to address root causes of sexual 
violence and reproduce a power dynamic that gives USC students employer 
status over local workers.  Registered fraternity parties already have several 
policy safeguards (such as exclusively serving canned beverages and checking 
IDs) that seek to mitigate harm at formal fraternity functions.  However, 
sexual violence and harm in greek life often occurs outside of the structured 
boundaries of  registered parties and during informal social gatherings that 
do not legally necessitate security measures.  Regardless of the size of the 
party or the amount of alcohol being served, sexual violence stems from 
structures of privilege and power within Greek Life that support and absolve 
abuse. 

NOW WHAT?
USC frames DPS as a necessary means to prevent crime and create safe 
communities; often distancing DPS’s practices, function, and structure from 
LAPD and other public police departments.  However, despite outwardly 
claiming to prioritize community care and institutional transparency, DPS 
has shown time and time again its primary function is to protect the institu-
tional interests of USC and the state, not in protecting students or lessening 
sexual violence at USC.  As we as students grapple with the intense, painful 
trauma instilled in our University’s history and structure, it is important 
that we call into question what safety truly means.  Our campus cannot be 
safe so long as DPS exists to uphold systems of institutional violence and 
hinder the ability of the community to hold said systems accountable. The 
current criminal processing of sexual violence cases at USC continously 
re-traumatizes victims whilst failing to correct the institutions circumstanc-
es that allowed for sexual exploitation. It is difficult to build safety and 
community when the systems that are meant to “protect” us are inherently 
flawed and actively cause harm. Victims of interpersonal harm and sexual 
violence deserve support, accountability, and healing. We as students, like 
so many before, need to be prepared to challenge the University and hold 
them accountable.  As made clear in the brief history presented above, the 
University lacks the conscience to take accountability without pressure. We 
can’t trust or rely on USC to fulfill our visions for justice; student commu-
nities also need to hold each other accountable.  

Students sit-in and protest outside of USC’s Sigma Nu fraternity house in October 2021 
following numerous reports of accounts of drugging, sexual assault, and battery.  
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bawar (bay area women 
against r***)

Groups: https://bawar.org/groups/
Donations: https://bawar.org/give-ofrecer/donate/ 

The Alternative Justices 
Project

https://www.alternativejustices.com/victim-of-assault

Donations: https://givebutter.com/AlternativeJustices

Keep Our Clinics + 
Abortion Care Network

Keep Our Clinics is an initiative by Abortion Care Network that 
provides grants to independent abortion clinics, which provide 
2/3 of abortions in the US.

Donation Pages: https://keepourclinics.org/donate/
https://abortioncarenetwork.org/donate/

The Brigid Alliance

The Brigid Alliance arranges and funds long-distance travel 
support for those seeking later abortion care (after the first 
trimester) throughout the US.

Donation Page: https://brigidalliance.org/donate/
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Resources for People Harmed by Sexual Violence

Disclaimer
We seek to provide resources for reporting, services, and education 
related to sexual violence in one space.  While none of these resources 
require participation with law enforcement, some of the listed organi-
zations engage with the police on some level.  USC Abolition believes 
in holding individuals and institutions that perpetuate rape culture and 
sexual violence accountable, including reporting services that engage 
in carceral systems and further harm those impacted by sexual vio-
lence. The inclusion of an institution or organization in this document 
does not necessarily mean that organization is abolitionist, just that it 
offers the possibility of support without involving carceral systems. The 
online version of this zine links throughout to these resources, if you 
are accessing a physical copy of the zine please visit https://uscaboli-
tion.wordpress.com/ to access these links. 

USC-Specific Resources
Callisto
Callisto is an external organization that is directly affiliated with the 
university to confidentially match individuals harmed who were violat-
ed by the same perpetrator. If a person harmed feels so empowered, 
they can confidentially report the identity of the perpetrator to Cal-
listo’s database, and the information isn’t shared elsewhere. If one 
perpetrator has violated multiple people, then Callisto will reach out to 
reporters to notify them and provide legal resources should they want 
to pursue legal action. 

Relationship & Sexual Violence Prevention Services (RSVP)
RSVP is a semi-confidential resource–independent from Title IX–that 
offers counseling and can advocate for accommodations for USC 
students. USC students can make an RSVP confidential counseling 
intake appointment via MySHR. Additionally, students can make ap-
pointments to meet with an RSVP advocate, to go over resources and 
reporting options (through Title IX, Crisis Support and Intervention, 
elsewhere).

quired to comply with RSVP accommodation requests, without Title IX 
intervention. The onus is on the individual harmed to request specific 
accommodations, and an RSVP advocate will assist them in making 
that request. A Release Of Information (ROI) form must be signed per 
accommodation requested, after which the director of RSVP will relay 
requests to the instructor. The instructor will know that these accom-
modation requests come from RSVP.

RESOURCES

If there are no openings listed on MySHR, students may also call 
213-740-9355 to make an appointment.

For time-sensitive accommodation requests–given the chain 
of command–RSVP advocates may suggest that the student 
message the instructor directly, citing RSVP involvement and/or 
CC’ing the advocate’s contact.
RSVP does not provide services to non-USC students.

Title IX
USC employees are mandated reporters, and they are compelled 
to report discovered instances of sexual violence to Title IX. Mandat-
ed reporting functions as a “[way] to protect universities from legal 
culpability when assaults happen”, rather than a way to protect the 
individual harmed and to leverage the harmed person’s interests and 
needs. Mandated reporting can spur on an investigation without the 
harmed’s person consent; it can force them to communicate and relive 
their trauma;  it can force them to interact with police; and so man-
dated reporting takes agency away from the individual harmed.

Once a mandated reporter relays their knowledge to Title IX, the Title 
IX office will contact the student in question. The student does not 
have to respond.

Theoretically, it is the responsibility of Title IX officers to answer any 
non-specific questions that a student may have about university-led 
resolution processes–what happens after a student makes a report–
without escalation.

***USC Abolition supports a policy that mandates university employ-
ees to report only should a student consent to them doing so (and 
that employees must not report when there is no such consent). This 
change in policy would meet Title IX and Clery Act requirements, while 
allowing for students to confide privately with most university employ-
ees.***

Accommodations: People harmed who have not filed a report can 
still request RSVP accommodations; however, instructors aren’t re-
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LA-Specific Resources
Alternative to 911 Numbers by @crustzine  

Resources with * indicate possible police involvement.
Some concerns around some of these numbers advising/requiring 
police involvement are documented here.

Community Action Teams CAT-911 
Offers abolitionist rapid response training and resources for men-
tal health crisis.
List of community sourced alternatives to 911

Center For The Pacific Asian Family
Has 24-hour multilingual helpline for immediate crisis interven-
tion, safety planning, and emotional support, as well as commu-
nity-based healing groups for survivors of domestic and sexual 
violence.
Services offered in English and many different Asian and Pacific 
Islander lanwguages and dialects.
Has Sexual Assault Response Team program with law enforcement 
involvement

DeafHope
DeafHope provides support services to the dead community. 
Including peer counseling about domestic and sexual violence, 
support groups, systems advocacy and referral to domestic and 
sexual violence legal services and shelter. Also provides space 
to explore options for safety and healing that include communi-
ty-based alternatives to police and court systems.

Don’t Call the Police
Community-based alternatives to police in many different cities 
that cover various situations such as domestic violence & sexu-
al assault, housing, mental health, etc. LA specific alternatives, 
including some of the ones on this list, may be mandated to report 
in certain situations.
NB: many of the housing resources do work with LAPD.
NB: Psychiatric Mobile Response Team almost always involves 
police engagement.

East Los Angeles Women’s Center
Their services for sexual assault are centered around understand-
ing the customs and traditions of different experiences to provide 
highly personalized services to help women heal and survive. The 
best way to access these services is through calling their offices or 
their crisis hotline.
There is only police involvement if the crisis call is related to do-
mestic violence and survivor allows for the police to respond or do 
a wellness check.
Survivors can decline police involvement, and crisis calls are al-

ways confidential.
Police may be called if respondent believes the survivor or their 
children’s life is in immediate danger.

Jennesse Intervention and Prevention Programs
Provides trauma informed mental health and wellness group 
counseling, emergency housing, other intervention, and prevention 
programs.
Does not offer emergency crisis resources

Peace Over Violence 
Provides a 24-hour hotline that offers survivors emotional sup-
port, compassion, info, and advocacy services. Also offers case 
management services for support navigating systems, accompa-
niment services to hospitals, court, etc. and legal advocacy. Offers 
10 free weeks of counseling and will provide options or referrals for 
long-term or additional counseling.
Sexual Assault Response Team: a survivor-centric program de-
signed to provide a team approach to responding to sexual 
assaults in the LA community. Consists of sexual assault forensic 
examiner, law enforcement officer, rape crisis counselor advo-
cate, and deputy district attorney 
Domestic Abuse Response Team: consists of police officers in 
uniform and a counselor advocate

Support Networks For People Harmed by Sexual Violence
Alternative Justices: is a decentralized collective that seeks to address 
harms in our communities by expanding consent cultures, abolishing 
prisons, experimenting with alternative systems, and freely sharing 
what we’ve learned. They work with both the harmed and harmers to 
find ways of reaching a shared understanding and self-driven means 
of making amends. 

Bay Area Women Against Rape’s Group for Survivors of Campus Vio-
lence:   an online support group for adults of any age who have expe-
rienced sexual violence on an educational campus, including issues 
related to navigating Title IX guidelines.

The Breathe Network: We connect survivors of sexual violence with 
healing arts practitioners that offer sliding-scale, trauma-informed, 
holistic support. We also provide education and training for profes-
sionals in best practices for delivering survivor-centered, trauma-in-
formed care.

Trans Lifeline: a grassroots hotline and microgrants 501(c)(3) non-prof-
it organization offering direct emotional and financial support to trans 
people in crisis – for the trans community, by the trans community. 
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Trans Lifeline provides trans peer support for our community that’s 
been divested from police since day one. Run by and for trans people, 
they use an abolitionist framework that preempts crises by connecting 
trans people with each other, because the most powerful tool we have 
for safety is each other.

Strong Hearts Native Helpline: offers a 24/7 confidential and anon-
ymous culturally-appropriate domestic, dating and sexual violence 
helpline for Native Americans. StrongHearts advocates offer free 
services including peer support and advocacy, personalized safety 
planning, crisis intervention, referrals to Native-centered domestic vio-
lence and sexual violence service providers, information and education 
about domestic and sexual violence as well as health options, support 
finding a local health facility or crisis center that is trained to care 
for survivors of sexual assault and offers services like sexual assault 
forensic exams, and general information about jurisdiction and legal 
advocacy referrals.

Hotlines For People Harmed By Sexual Violence
- USC RSVP: 213-740-9355
- East Los Angeles Women’s Center: (323)-526-5819    
- Peace Over Violence

626.793.3385 (West San Gabriel Valley)
310.392.8381 (South LA)
213.626.3393 (Central LA)

- Off Limits Hotline (1.844.633.5464)
The immediacy and direct link to Metro Security for the report-
ing and tracking where and when assaults are occurring on 
Metro transit. Metro Security uses this information to track and 
deploy security to help make the trains, buses and transit plat-
forms safer for all riders.
Obligated in contract to process and service all calls to Metro

- National Domestic Violence Hotline: 800.799.SAFE (7233)
- Rape, Abuse, Incest National Network (RAINN): 800.656.HOPE 
(4673)
- StrongHearts Native Helpline: 1-844-7NATIVE (762-8483) is a 
24/7 safe, confidential and anonymous domestic, dating and sexual 
violence helpline for Native Americans and Alaska Natives, offering 
culturally-appropriate support and advocacy.

Chat function also available on website
- Center for Pacific Asian Family’s 24-Hour Multilingual Helpline: 
 1-800-339-3940
- Deafhope hearing advocates at National Hotline on duty 24 hours

- TTY: 800.787.3224
- Voice: 800.799.7233

Everything here: Don’t Call the Police

Readings For Perpetrators of Harm, Those Harmed, 
And Those Wishing To Address Systemic Sexual Vio-
lence
-When Title IX Is Not Enough: this article looks at one example   of a 
student experiment in DIY justice, confronting sexual harm on their 
campus.
- New Responses to Crimes with Victims: This chapter from Instead of 
Prisons: A Handbook for Abolitionists (1976) offers historical accounts 
of non-state responses to sexual violence.
- We have collected personal accounts by abolitionist survivors of how 
they process their experiences as an abolitionist: Angel Parker, Anony-
mous, jaye simpson, Kim Tran.
-Transforming Survivor Justice: this article offers an introduction to 
why carceral and police responses to sexual violence don’t work, and 
what we can do instead
- What About the Rapists?: This Abolitionist FAQ and An Anarchist 
Approach to Crime and Justice offer some introductions to how aboli-
tionists and anarchists have approached addressing sexual violence.
- If you’re looking for books, we recommend: Beyond Survival, The 
Revolution Starts at Home.
A lot more readings on the topic can be found at Transform Harm.

Skill-Building For Perpetrators of Harm, Those 
Harmed, And Those Wishing To Address Systemic 
Sexual Violence
- Bay Area Nonviolent Communication (BayNVC): Organization ded-
icated to resourcing, supporting, and nurturing liberation for individ-
uals, communities, and organizations, as a pathway to transforming 
global systems and to creating a world where all needs are visible and 
attended to through the application and promotion of the principles 
and practices of Nonviolent Communication. BayNVC staff and train-
ers operate a variety of projects designed for social transformation, 
including classes, coaching sessions, organizational services, conflict 
mediation, workshops, and retreats. Fiscal sponsorships and financial 
services are available by request.
- Building Accountable Communities: a series of videos promoting 
non-punitive responses to harm by developing resources for transfor-
mative justice practitioners and organizing convenings and workshops 
that educate the public.
- Community Accountability for Survivors of Sexual Violence Toolkit: 
provides an overview of the community accountability for survivors of 
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sexual violence reading group, reading group curriculum, an introduc-
tion to community accountability for survivors of sexual violence, and 
workshop curriculum.
- Creative Interventions Toolkit: a practical guide to community-based 
interventions to interpersonal violence. It is written for everyday peo-
ple - survivors, people who caused harm, and friends/family who want 
to help - without turning to the police or services.
- Don’t Be A Dick: a zine for men about rape, consent, and how not to 
be a dick.
-Ending Child Sexual Abuse: A Transformative Justice Handbook by 
generationFIVE is designed to be of practical use to family members 
and people in our intimate networks, to teachers, community lead-
ers, health and mental health practitioners, and to anyone seeking to 
address the child sexual abuse in their lives and in the lives of those 
around them.
- For Perpetrators: a list of resources for perpetrators (those who have 
caused harm), as well as communities dealing with violence between 
community members, and folks interested in transformative justice. 
- Intimate Partner Violence and Abolitionist Safety Planning: this webi-
nar explores the concept of “abolitionist safety planning” and support-
ing survivors from feminist and abolitionist perspectives. 
Pods and Podmapping Worksheet: this worksheet by the Bay Area 
Transformative Justice Collective (BATJC) suggests “podmapping” to 
help people figure out who people they can turn to for support around 
violent, harmful, and abusive experiences, whether as survivors, by-
standers, or people who have harmed.
- Safe Party Toolkit: A toolkit by the Safe Outside the System Collec-
tive (SOS) that offers a collection of strategies generated by three 
generations of SOS members and staff to build safety in party spaces 
without relying on the police or state systems.
- Safety Planning and Intimate Partner Violence: This toolkit was 
created for those grappling with how to support survivors through 
intimate partner violence, with the intent of strengthening communi-
ty-level responses to abuse by sharing practical skills and information 
for safety planning.  
- Self Help Guide for Trans Survivors of Violence: offers a response 
to sexual violence for trans folk, including both short and long-term 
responses.
- Students for Consent Culture’s Advocacy Toolkit: an open resource 
for student advocates by student advocates.

We have a final section on our resource document entitled “Insti-
tutional Abolitionist Alternatives”, if you’re interested in growing 
institutionalized abolitionist spaces on our campus you can find those 
resources on our website: https://uscabolition.wordpress.com/
If you have a resource you would like to see added or know of any of 
the information on it is incorrect please email us at usc.abolition@
protonmail.com.
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Project NIA, Abolitionist 

Youth Organizing Instiute 

(AYO, NYC!)

https://chuffed.org/project/2021ayonyc
Donations: https://chuffed.org/project/2021ayonyc
NOTE: Donations currently closed!

https://www.midwestaccesscoalition.org/ (also provides funds 
for abortion support)
Donations: https://www.midwestaccesscoalition.org/donate

Midwest Access Coalition

BATJC (Bay Area Transfor-mative Justice Collec-
tive)

https://batjc.wordpress.
com/donate/

Donations Page: 
https://batjc.wordpress.
com/donate/
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